The Regge behaviour of the solutions of a Dirac hamiltonian describing a heavy quark-light quark system in high orbital angular momentum states is analyzed. It is found that the solutions of a scalar confining potential are physically admissible while those of a vector confining potential are not. It is argued that with a Dirac hamiltonian a scalar confining potential is preferred over a vector confining potential for any value of the orbital angular momentum.
Recently there has been given a discussion about the nature of the confinement potential in a heavy quark -light quark (Q,q) system [1] - [2] . In Ref. [1] an analysis was performed from a phenomenological point of view using diverse techniques. These were the calculation of the Isgur-Wise (IW) function [3] as predicted by both the Dirac and the no-pair equation, the study of the classical returning points for s-waves (all of the above for low orbital angular momentum states ), and the study of the Regge behavior of the no-pair equation describing the (Q,q) system in high orbital angular momentum states. In this work the authors found that with a Dirac-like equation only a Lorentz scalar confinement accounts for the unphysical phenomenon of the mixing of negative with positive energy states also called the Klein paradox, while with the no-pair variant of the Dirac equation only a Lorentz vector confinement potentials leads to a normal Regge behaviour. Concerning the calculation of the IW function they found that the no-pair equation predicts a value of its slope at zero recoil point in better agreement with the heavy-light data than the Dirac equation. The authors of [1] conclude arguing against scalar confinement.
It is worth it to stress at this stage two points about the work of Ref. [1] that eventually modify the results. The first one is that the analysis of Regge behavior was done partially, since only the the no-pair equation was considered, while the Dirac-like equation was not. The other is that the relativistic corrections to the Dirac hamiltonian were not included.
On the other hand, in Ref. [2] a (Q,q) system was considered as described by a Dirac-like hamiltonian containing all the relativistic corrections. By assuming that this system is in low orbital angular momentum states it was shown that only a scalar confinement leads to a finite norm of the wave function. Also, it was checked that only this potential accounts for the Klein paradox. In [2] the slope of the IW function was also calculated at zero recoil point as predicted by scalar confinement, and the value found for this quantity agrees very well with heavy-light data. In Ref. [2] it was concluded that scalar confinement is favored when the (Q,q) meson is in low orbital angular momentum states and it is described by a covariant Dirac equation.
On the basis of the above remarks, the purpose of this work is then to investigate the nature of the confinement when the (Q,q) system is described by a Dirac equation in the Regge limit of high orbital angular momentum states.
In order to do the above we start with a simple model where we are neglecting the relativistic corrections to the hamiltonian. Consequently, the hamiltonian for the c.m. system is [1] - [6] 
where m (M Q ) is the light (heavy) quark mass, p is the momentum of the light quark, U(r) = −ξ/r is a color Coulomb-like potential, S(r) = κ s r and V (r) = κ v r are linear increasing Lorentz scalar and vector potentials, respectively. The non-perturbative potentials S and V in Eq. (1) are dynamically responsible for the confinement of the light quark, while the Lorentz vector potential U describes the perturbative color interaction between the quarks.
If one writes (1) as a matrix equation then
By using the identities
where L = r × p is the angular momentum and
Eq. (2) leads to the following system of two coupled linear differential equations
In order to analyze the Regge behavior of the solutions of these equations we make the following two approximations for large values of the orbital angular momentum (l ≫ 1),
From Eqs. (8) and (9), Eqs. (6) and (7) can be written as,
where we have assumed
, r 2κ±1 ≃ r 2κ , and
By deriving (10) and using (11) it is obtained
By solving this equation and substituting the result in (10), we obtain the Regge solutions for a (Q,q) system
As can be seen from the above equations a sinusoidal behavior in the quantity in brackets implies that |ψ| 2 behaves as r −k e κ r which means that ψ is not normalizable for κ = l. So in what follows we assume κ 2 s + 2 l κ v − κ 2 v > 0. From this assumption it follows immediately that if we want physically admissible Regge solutions (i.e. lim r→∞ ψ → 0) it is necessary to drop also the term proportional to A 1 . Consequently, in all of the discussions below we are taking A 1 = 0. Another observation concerning Eq. (15) is that the strength of the potentials must be such that l + κ s = κ v in order to avoid an unphysical divergence in the lower component of the solution.
Let us consider first the situation where the confinement potential is strictly scalar (κ v = 0). In this case the solutions are
As we may observe from these equations, if the strength of the scalar potential is strong enough to compensate the intense 'centrifugal forces' it is possible to find physically admissible solutions for r → ∞ for either κ = l and κ = −l. Let us turn now to consider the case when the confining potential is exclusively vectorial (κ s = 0). As can be seen from Eqs. (14) and (15) in this case the solutions are
We note from these equation that the condition needed to avoid that the exponentials in (14) and (15) 
which shows that the solutions also diverge in this case for κ = l.
Equations (20) and (21) indicate that the norm of the wavefunctions of a (Q,q) system in high orbital angular momentum states confined by a vector potential and described by a Dirac equation is not finite.
Let us consider the behavior of the Regge solutions when both kinds of potentials V and S contribute to the confining of the light degree of freedom. Suppose first that both potentials compete in strength, that is κ s = κ v , then Eqs. (14) and (15) are
From these equations it is evident that for κ s = κ v ≪ l, the solutions behave in the same way as (21). Consequently they diverge when κ = l. While for κ s = κ v ∼ l these become
and therefore they diverge for κ = −l. If both potentials are very strong i.e. κ s = κ v ≫ 2 l the solutions (22) and (23) diverge for κ = −l and converge for κ = l. Let us consider now the general situation where both kind of potentials do not have the same intensity. In this case as can be seen from (14) and (15), the solutions are finite only for values of κ 2 s + 2 l κ v − κ 2 v large enough to compensate the intense centrifugal force. Otherwise they would diverge for κ = l.
Systematic studies of the very different situation where the (Q,q) system is in states with small values of the orbital angular momentum, were performed in Refs. [1] and [2] . In Ref. [1] it was shown that the slope of the IW function at zero recoil point constitutes a sensitive test for the nature of the confinement. The authors of this work then calculated this quantity according to both approaches: Dirac equation with scalar confinement and no-pair equations with vector confinement obtaining ξ ′ (1) D ≃ − 0.90, and ξ ′ (1) n.p. ≃ − 1.20, respectively. From these values they concluded that the last quantity was in better agreement with heavy-light data than the first one and consequently that the no-pair equation with vector confinement was favored. On the other hand, in [2] the same quantity was calculated employing a Dirac hamiltonian containing all of the relativistic corrections and assuming a scalar confinement. In [2] the value obtained is ξ ′ (1) D ≃ − 1.05, which is in better agreement with data than the one calculated in [1] with the simple Dirac hamiltonian without relativistic corrections. Therefore in Ref. [2] the authors conclude that with a covariant Dirac equation describing the (Q,q) system a scalar confinement is favored.
Let us summarize all of the analysis done above. We have considered here a (Q,q) system described by a Dirac hamiltonian with Lorentz scalar (S) and vector (V ) confinement potentials. To find the general Regge solutions of such a system, it was shown that the solutions with scalar confining potential are physically admissible while those coming from a vector potential are not. As is well known for low orbital angular momentum states the structure of the confinement is scalar [1] , [2] , [6] . Therefore scalar confinement is favored for any value of the orbital angular momentum.
